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Europe in Crisis 
Special Topics in International Relations 

PLIR 3500 – 002: Fall 2017 
 

Instructor: Hannah M. Alarian Class: Tu & Th 11:00am-12:15pm 
Email: halarian@virginia.edu Class Location: Gibson Hall 242 
Office: Gibson 252 Office Hours: Tu, 2-4pm 
 
Course Description 
Is Europe in crisis? The goal of this course is to identify Europe’s location and future in 
the current era. To this end, students will engage with the recent and growing scholarship 
on the European Union, political participation, and migration. The course will first 
examine the institutional and individual components of Europe’s political and economic 
climate. Second, students will closely follow current events analyzing the causes, effects, 
and implications of multiple on-going international ‘crises’ including the Eurozone crisis, 
migrant crisis, exit referendums, and the rise and success of far-right populism. The 
course concludes with a discussion of the effects and implications of these crises 
within Europe and across the globe.  
 
Course Requirements 

1. Attendance and participation: 10% 
2. Midterm: 20% 
3. Final: 30% 
4. Final Paper: 35% 
5. In class presentation: 5% 

 
Attendance and participation 
I expect students to attend class ready to discuss the reading assigned prior to class. 
Participation may include providing personal insight to the material, outside articles, 
current events, or responding to classmates. I understand some students may feel 
uncomfortable speaking in class, the class and I benefit from hearing a wide range of 
perspectives. I encourage you to step outside your comfort zone to ask, answer, or 
comment on a question from time to time throughout the course. If you are someone who 
often is a frequent contributor to class discussion, I urge you be considerate of your 
fellow classmates and encourage an open conversation for those who wish to speak. 
There will also be an opportunity for class presentation of your final paper that will add 
to the participation component of class. 
 
Midterm and Final 
These exams will cover material from required readings and lecture, cumulatively. Both 
exams will consist of multiple-choice and short answer questions. 
 
Final Paper 
The final paper is the main writing activity for the course. This paper will analyze a 
‘crisis’ of your choice in Europe, detailing origins, consequences, and future 
implications. This eight-to-ten page paper will be worth 40% of your grade. This ‘crisis’ 
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may be one discussed in class or another of your choosing. All paper topics must be 
approved by week five. You are expected to begin working on this project early on in 
course. We will have multiple opportunities to discuss this paper throughout the course, 
individually and as a group. Electronic copies of the final paper must be turned in by the 
final date and time. No late assignments will be accepted without prior approval.  
 
In class presentation 
The presentations allows students to inform their peers of their paper’s topic and 
argument. The presentation also provides a space to receive and provide constructive 
feedback on these final papers. Additional information regarding this presentation will 
be provided in class. 
 
 
Readings 
The bulk of the assigned readings will come from the following text (GLM in the 
semester schedule). 
 

1. Gallagher, M., Laver, M., & Mair, P. (2011). Representative government in 
modern Europe. McGraw-Hill. 

 
This book is an excellent introduction to the concepts we will discuss in class as well as a 
great resource as you consider your final paper. 
 
In addition to the assigned textbook, I will post required readings from academic journals 
or excerpts of larger works to Collab. Additionally, students are expected to keep abreast 
of current affairs related to Europe and the EU from reputable news sources, including 
but not limited to the New York Times, Guardian, BBC, and the Washington Post. As 
this class covers current and on-going crises, the syllabus is subject to change should any 
new ‘crisis’ occur during our semester.  
 
Technology Policy 
Research shows students learn and retain information best taking notes by hand (see 
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-
laptop/ for example). As I want to provide the best learning environment, I prefer your 
laptops, cellphones, and other devices to stay in your bag or at home throughout the 
duration of our class.  
 
Academic Integrity  
The University of Virginia is an institution of learning, research, and scholarship that is 
strengthened by the existence of an environment of integrity. It is essential that all 
members of the University practice academic integrity and accept individual 
responsibility for their work and actions. Violating the Academic Integrity Policy is 
unacceptable, devaluing the teaching and learning experience for the entire community. 
Students are responsible for doing their own work, and academic dishonesty of any kind 
will be subject to sanction and referral to the university's Academic Integrity Committee, 
which may impose additional sanctions.  Should you have questions regarding Academic 
integrity and honest, I suggest reviewing the policies found on the University website. 
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Equality of Respect and Equality of Justice  
All class members are expected to treat each other at all times with respect, courtesy, 
tolerance, fairness, and justice. I strive to assure that students in this class are treated with 
equal respect and equal justice. As part of that effort, I identify my office as a safe haven 
for anyone who believes they are being treated with prejudice or injustice. Moreover, I 
view it as my essential responsibility to include on this syllabus the Statement on Sexual 
Violence distributed by the UVa Office of the Dean of Students. You will find that 
statement, quoted in its entirety, as the Appendix to the syllabus. 
 
Resources  
If you have (or suspect you have) a learning or other disability that requires academic 
accommodations, you should contact the Student Disability Access Center as soon as 
possible, and at least two to three weeks before any assignments are due. The instructor 
will be happy to make whatever accommodations you may need to be successful in the 
course.  Please be sure that necessary accommodations are properly documented by the 
SDAC.  
  
If you or someone you know is struggling with gender, sexual, or domestic violence, or is 
a target of a hate crime, there are many community and University of Virginia resources 
available including Just Report It, The Office of the Dean of Students: 434- 924-7133 
(after hours and weekends 434-924-7166 for the University Police Department; ask them 
to refer the issue to the Dean on Call), the UVA Women's Center: 435-982-2361, Sexual 
Assault Resources Agency (SARA) hotline: 434-977-7273 (24/7), Shelter for Help in 
Emergency (SHE) hotline: 434-293-8509 (24/7). If you prefer to speak anonymously and 
confidentially over the phone to UVa student volunteers, call Madison House's HELP 
Line (24/7): 434-295-8255.   
 

 
Semester Schedule 

 
Week 1: Course Introduction 
 August 22: 

• Syllabus 
 
 August 34: The European State Part 1 

• GLM Ch 1 & 2  
 
Week 2: The European State 
 August 29: The European State Part 2 

• GLM Ch 3 & 4 
• Lijphart, A. (1969). Consociational democracy. World Politics, 21(02), 

207-225. 
 

 August 31: NO CLASS  
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Week 3: Europeanization 
 September 5: The European Union 

• GLM Ch 5 
• Pollack, M. A. (2005). Theorizing the European Union: international 

organization, domestic polity, or experiment in new governance?. Annu. 
Rev. Polit. Sci., 8, 357-398. 
 

 September 7: European Integration  
• Dinan, D. (1999). ‘Introduction.’ Ever closer union: an introduction to 

European integration. Boulder: London. 
• Majone, G. (1998). Europe’s ‘democratic deficit’: The question of 

standards. European law journal, 4(1), 5-28. 
 
Week 4: Europe of Regions 
 September 12: Devolution 

• GLM Ch 6 
• Gould, A. C., & Messina, A. M. (Eds.). (2014). Europe's Contending 

Identities: Supranationalism, Ethnoregionalism, Religion, and New 
Nationalism. Cambridge University Press. Introduction 
 

 September 14: Independence Movements 
• Tamkin, E. (2017). Catalonia to hold its own independence referendum 

this October. Foreign Policy. 
• Cairney, P. (2015). The Scottish independence referendum: what are the 

implications of a No Vote?. The Political Quarterly, 86(2), 186-191. 
• Colley, L. (2014). ‘Scotland was never a colony. The Economist. 

 
Week 5: Elections and Germany 
 September 19: Elections and parties 

• GLM Ch 7 & 8 
 
 September 21: Germany 

•  “Europe’s reluctant hegemon.” The Economist, June 14, 2013.  
• Thadoor, I. (2017, September 15). "Angela Merkel is going to win 

reelection. That may not be good." The Washington Post. 
• Dalton, R. J. (2014). Interpreting partisan dealignment in Germany. 

German Politics, 23(1-2), 134-144. 
 
Bonus! The German Federal Election takes place September 24, 2017. What do you 
expect and why? 
 
 
Week 6: System failures? 
 September 26: Forming government 

• GLM Ch 9 & 12 
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 September 28: Representation 
• Devos, C., & Sinardet, D. (2012). Governing without a government: The 

Belgian experiment. Governance, 25(2), 167-171. 
• Farrell, D. M., & Scully, R. (2007). Representing Europe's citizens?: 

electoral institutions and the failure of parliamentary representation. 
Oxford University Press. Introduction. 

 
Bonus! The Catalan independence referendum takes place October 1, 2017! What do you 
expect and why? 
 
Week 7: Midterms 
 October 3: READING DAY 
 October 5: MIDTERM 
 
Week 8: Eurozone Crisis 
 October 10: What happened? 

• Matthijs, M., & McNamara, K. (2015). The euro crisis’ theory effect: 
northern saints, southern sinners, and the demise of the eurobond. Journal 
of European Integration, 37(2), 229-245. 

• Greenspan, A. (2011), ‘Europe’s Crisis is All about the North-South 
Split’, Financial Times. 

• Blyth, M. (2013). The austerity delusion: why a bad idea won over the 
west. Foreign Affairs, 92, 41. 
 

 October 12: Where do we go from here? 
• Hoynes, H., Miller, D. L., & Schaller, J. (2012). Who suffers during 

recessions? The Journal of Economic Perspectives, 26(3), 27-47. 
• Hobolt, S. B., & Tilley, J. (2016). Fleeing the centre: the rise of challenger 

parties in the aftermath of the euro crisis. West European Politics, 39(5), 
971-991. 

 
Week 9: Immigrant Integration 
 October 17: Immigration 

• Dancygier, R. M., & Laitin, D. D. (2014). Immigration into Europe: 
Economic discrimination, violence, and public policy. Annual Review of 
Political Science, 17, 43-64. 

• Brubaker, R. (2001). The return of assimilation? Changing perspectives on 
immigration and its sequels in France, Germany, and the United 
States. Ethnic and racial studies, 24(4), 531-548. 

 
 October 19: State Reactions 

• Dronkers, J., & Vink, M. P. (2012). Explaining access to citizenship in 
Europe: How citizenship policies affect naturalization rates. European 
Union Politics, 13(3), 390-412. 

• Blair, T. (2006, December 8). The duty to integrate: Shared British values. 
(I. R. Network, Compiler) International Relations and Security Network. 
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Week 10: ‘Repressive’ Liberalism? 
 October 24: Liberalism in practice? 

• Kuru, A. (2007). Passive and assertive secularism: Historical conditions, 
ideological struggles and state policies toward religion. World politics, 
59(4), 568-594. 

• Yukleyen, A. (2010). State policies and Islam in Europe: Milli Gorus in 
Germany and the Netherlands. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 
36(3), 445-463. 

 
 October 26: France 

• Giry, S. (2006). ‘France and its Muslims.’ Foreign Affairs, 85(5), 87-104. 
• Fukuyama, F. (2006). Identity, immigration, and liberal 

democracy. Journal of democracy, 17(2), 5-20. 
 
Week 11: Refugee Crisis 
 October 31: Defining the Crisis 

• UNHCR. (2016). Forced Displacement Report. 
 

 November 2: Response 
• Börzel, T. A., & Risse, T. (2017). From the euro to the Schengen crises: 

European integration theories, politicization, and identity politics. Journal 
of European Public Policy, 1-26. 

• Esses, V. M., Hamilton, L. K., & Gaucher, D. (2017). The global refugee 
crisis: empirical evidence and policy implications for improving public 
attitudes and facilitating refugee resettlement. Social Issues and Policy 
Review, 11(1), 78-123. 

 
Week 12: Brexit 
 November 7: United Kingdom 

• Curtice, J. (2016). Brexit: Behind the referendum. Political Insight, 7(2), 
4-7. 

• Whitman, R. G. (2016). Brexit or Bremain: what future for the UK's 
European diplomatic strategy?. International Affairs, 92(3), 509-529. 

• Henderson, A., Jeffery, C., Liñeira, R., Scully, R., Wincott, D., & Wyn 
Jones, R. (2016). England, Englishness and Brexit. Political Quarterly, 
87(2), 187-199. 

  
November 9: The Result 

• Hobolt, S. B. (2016). The Brexit vote: a divided nation, a divided 
continent. Journal of European Public Policy, 23(9), 1259-1277. 

• Goodwin, M., & Heath, O. (2016). The 2016 Referendum, Brexit, and the 
Left Behind: An Aggregate-Level Analysis of the Result. The Political 
Quarterly, 87(3), 323-332. 
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Week 13: Far-right Populism 
 November 14: Understanding Elections 

• GLM Ch 8 
• Inglehart, R., & Norris, P. (2016). Trump, Brexit, and the rise of 

populism: Economic have-nots and cultural backlash. 
• Kitschelt, H. (2007). “Growth and persistence of the radical right in 

postindustrial democracies: Advances and challenges in comparative 
research.” West European Politics, 30(5), 1176-1206. 

• Iversen, T., & Soskice, D. (2006). Electoral institutions and the politics of 
coalitions: Why some democracies redistribute more than 
others. American Political Science Review, 100(2), 165-181. 
 

 November 16: Rise 
• Palyakova, A., and Skethovtsov, A. (2016). On the rise: Europe’s fringe 

right.” World Affairs, 179(1), 70-80 
• Boomgaarden, H. G., & Vliegenthart, R. (2007). Explaining the rise of 

anti-immigrant parties: The role of news media content. Electoral 
studies, 26(2), 404-417. 

 
Week 14: THANKSGIVING BREAK  
 
Week 28: What’s next for Europe? 
 November 28: In class Presentations 
  

November 30: Is Europe in crisis?  
• GLM Ch 14 

 
Final Exam: Friday December 8, 9:00am-12:00pm 
Final Papers due: Friday December 8, 9am. 
  



PLIR 3500 – 002 Fall 2017 8 

APPENDIX: STATEMENT ON SEXUAL VIOLENCE  
 

From the UVa Office of the Dean of Students: 
 
The University of Virginia is dedicated to providing a safe and equitable learning 
environment for all students. To that end, it is vital that you know two values that the 
University and I hold as critically important: 
1. Power-based personal violence will not be tolerated. 
2. Everyone has a responsibility to do their part to maintain a safe community on 
Grounds. 
 
If you or someone you know has been affected by power-based personal violence, more 
information can be found on the UVA Sexual Violence website that describes reporting 
options and resources available - www.virginia.edu/sexualviolence. 
 
As your teachers and as people, know that we care about your well-being and stand ready 
to provide support and resources as we can. As a faculty member and graduate teaching 
assistants, we are “Responsible Employees,” which means that we are required by 
University policy and federal law to report anything you tell us about sexual violence to 
the University's Title IX Coordinator. The Title IX Coordinator's job is to ensure that the 
reporting student receives the resources and support that they need, while also reviewing 
the information presented to determine whether further action is necessary to ensure the 
safety of you and the University community. If you would rather keep information 
confidential, there are “Confidential Employees” you can talk to on Grounds 
(http://www.virginia.edu/justreportit/confidential_resources.pdf). The worst possible 
situation would be for you or your friend to remain silent when there are so many here 
willing and able to help. 
 


